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	RESPONSE TO MAYOR’S LONDON PLAN
JANUARY 2010


1. Introduction

1.1 This report provides feedback from Stonewall Housing on the Mayor’s replacement London Plan.
1.2 Stonewall Housing provides specialist housing advice, advocacy and support to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people and has been since 1983.

1.3 Stonewall Housing believes this is a missed opportunity to meet the housing needs for all of London’s communities in a literally once-in-a-lifetime opportunity through the London Plan whose lifespan lasts for 20 years.

1.4 The London Plan makes no mention of the specific issues facing lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) communities who make up between 5% and 7% of London’s population.  It should not expect readers to go to other documents to find out what the Mayor’s plans are for all community groups, rather it should include at least a summary of the Mayor’s plans for all London’s communities.  
1.5 Stonewall Housing appreciates the emphasis placed on community safety within the plan but believes more mention should be made of the sense of safety, the lack of which impacts negatively especially on the LGBT communities, which are often the targets of homophobic or transphobic harassment and abuse in and around the home.
1.6 The London Plan makes mention of the inequalities faced by many Londoners.  However, Stonewall Housing believes the London Plan should aim to eradicate all inequalities, not just health inequalities, which seems to be its main focus in Chapter 3.  As well as tackle inequality, the London Plan should also aim to promote equality issues and celebrate diversity through the next two decades.

1.7 Stonewall Housing believes the Mayor should take this opportunity through the London Plan to encourage service providers and commissioners to resolve the housing issues faced by LGBT people once and for all, especially LGBT people fleeing harassment, domestic abuse, especially those who are young, older or asylum seekers.  Many LGBT people avoid services they need as they fear harassment and abuse from services as that is what they have experienced from family, friends and community groups previously.  This London Plan should aim to be innovative and a pioneering example to other parts of the United Kingdom, Europe and the world by resolving the LGBT housing needs within the next 20 years.
1.8 Stonewall Housing welcomes the target-driven nature of the Plan but believes it should also incorporate equalities targets for local authorities so that it is clear which local councils are addressing inequalities.  For this to take place, the Mayor should encourage all local authorities to gather monitoring information on the sexual orientation and gender identity of their residents.  However, this should only be done after concerted programme of staff and customer training to explain the purposes behind gathering such data and to ensure the information is gathered sensitively and confidentially.
1.9 Stonewall Housing appreciates the regional focus of the London plan which will best serve communities of interest such as LGBT communities, as well as addressing their needs on a local basis.
1.10 Stonewall Housing appreciates the recognition that voluntary and community groups have a part to play in the London Plan, but believes their role should be explained in more depth, as they have a role to play in developing priorities, meeting the Plan’s objectives and monitoring its effectiveness. 

Bob Green

Chief Executive

Tuesday 12th January 2010
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